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Eighth graders will read TWO (2) books this summer. 

 

Required Fiction: All 8th graders must read The Hobbit by J. R. R. Tolkien. 

 

Read this book carefully. There is no journal assignment, but since you will be tested on this 

book on the first full day of school, so it would be wise to keep notes in order to review.  

 

As you read, take notes (perhaps in the margins on the book itself) on the following: 

 

1. Characters: Who are they? What do other people in the book say or think about each 

character? What motivates the character to behave in a particular way? 

2. Theme: What ideas about life are revealed in this book? 

3. Plot: What is the series of related events that make up the story? What are the 

complications as the characters take steps to resolve the conflict? What is the climax of 

the book? What is the resolution of the book? 

4. Point of View: Who tells the story or from what vantage point is the story told? 

 5. Notice when a passage surprised or puzzled you. 

 6. Notice when you particularly enjoyed a passage. 

            7. Notice details that seem important. 

  

One School, Many Books: For the second book, students must read one (1) of the books on the 

list compiled for faculty and students. Please read carefully the explanation at the top of the list. 

You will be asked to choose a book using the online form early in the summer. You will take 

part in a discussion group that includes other students, faculty members, and possibly even a 

member of Prep’s board of trustees tentatively scheduled for September 1. The list is varied, and 

we hope that you will find something that appeals to you and will enjoy discussing the book with 

other readers. 

 

Summer reading books will be used in class discussions and essay writing during the first term. 

Every student should make a good faith effort to read and understand the books and to treat the 

assigned readings seriously. Please do not cheat yourself or your classmates by resorting to 

Cliff’s Notes,   Sparks Notes, or other “study guides.” These deprive you of the chance to respond 

to the literature independently and are never an adequate substitute for the book itself. Using 

them is a violation of the Jackson Prep Pledge. Please be aware that movies are also not an 

adequate substitute for the book. 

 

Remember:  Objective reading comprehension tests will be given on the books during the 

first week of school. BE AN ACTIVE READER!  

 

Have a great summer and enjoy the books. See you in August! 


